
     Greetings everyone!  My name is Sarah Subbert and I am 

the new Naturalist for Cedar County.  When I introduce 

myself, people are often taken aback saying, ñWhat happened 

to Reba?ò  Donôt worry, Reba is doing just fine.  She chose to 

take a position at Augustana College in Rock Island, Illinois.  

She is now Augustanaôs IRIS Coordinator, teaches 

BIO150, supervises internships, and is the Pre-Med Advisor 

for the Biology Department.  In addition to the new job, she 

is also the new Mrs. Cook!  Congratulations Reba.   

     As for me, my life has really changed in the past year.  I 

became an aunt/godparent and three days later I graduated 

from the University of Northern Iowa with a B.A. in Earth 

Science with Interpretive Naturalist Emphasis.  Literally a 

few days after my graduation, I moved out to the Black 

Hills to take a Naturalist intern position at Custer State 

Park, which was absolutely amazing.  I was able to make a 

quick dash back to Iowa to be the Maid of Honor for my 

best friendôs wedding in June (we have been best friends for 

19 years).  After I finished my internship, my family rushed 

me down here so I could start my new career.  Oofta!  Too 

much moving for Sarah, I know my parents definitely agree!   

     Speaking of parents, they started my love for the outdoors.  

As you can see, I was just a little whipper snapper when I 

started my outdoor adventures.  I was one of those children 

that didnôt ñgetò to go outside; I HAD to go outside, for my 

motherôs sanity.  Donôt worry, I get it from her.  Besides 

our energy level, my mother and I have both been told 

we work well with children.  I have come to realize that 

is a nice way of saying, ñWow, you have ADHD like my 

kids.  Here, take them for a few hours!ò  My response, 

ñSweet!  Hey kids, what do you want to learn about 

today?ò   

     Even though I teach people about the environment, 

learning is why I wanted to become a Naturalist.  I want 

to continue learning and I want to teach people about the 

environment.  My goal in life is to show people how 

amazing the outdoors are and create that connection between 

people and nature in a fun, inspiring way.  I want to be the 

person that stokes peoplesô passion for the environment.  Who 

knows, maybe Iôll even ignite someoneôs passion.  I always 

wanted to be a Pyrotechnician, and now is my chance.   

     My parents sparked my fire, but it has been stoked by many 

people.  I want to thank all my friends and family (way too 

many to list) for putting up with all the ñweirdò treasures I 

brought home and for taking the time you spent with me.  I 

wouldnôt be where I am without everyoneôs help.   

     I would like to thank my parents, 

Bob and Pat Subbert, for taking me on 

all my adventures, forgiving me for 

tracking mud ALL over the house, and 

letting critters crawl across the kitchen 

floor, including the escaped snake.   
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     Thank you to my high school science 

teacher, Ken Ebeling, my Iowa Lakes 

Professors Gary Phillips and Lora 

Devereaux, and the entire UNI faculty,  

Dr. Scholl, Dr. Groves, Dr. Morgan,  

Dr. Walters, Dr. Heinzel, Dr. Hockey, 

Dr. Myers, and Professor Gale.    

     Thank you Miriam Patton, the 

Naturalist when I was little, my boss 

for two summers, mentor, and   

personal friend.  I learned more from 

you than most of my classes! 

     I would also like to thank all the 

Custer State Park staff, especially 

the volunteers and Julie Brazell.  

You are my SD family!  Julie was 

my boss, and is my mentor and 

 personal friend.  You showed me I 

could be professional and still be my 

true self (ñCheck out this bug!ò).      

     Thanks to all my new Cedar County friends too, especially the 

Conservation Board for hiring me!  Cheryl Schlueter, all my  

Nature Tail buddies, and everyone that has attended my programs, 

thank you for giving me a chance.  I hope to work with more Cedar 

County residents in the near future and the years to come.  Cheers!    


