Spring Wildflowers

Subjects
Science
Reading and Writing

Grades

K-2nd 

Duration

1 hour
Setting

Wooded area
Concepts

Plant requirements
Species Identification   

   skills

Seasonal changes
Skills

Gather Info (classifying, arranging, recording, observing)
Analyze (comparing)

Interpret (relating, inferring, defining conclusions, summarizing) 

Present (reporting)

Scientific Standards

Iowa:

1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5
2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4

National:
1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.5
2.1, 2.2

3.1, 3.2

4.1, 4.2, 4.3

5.1

7.3, 7.4

8.1

Summary

Some of nature’s most beautiful displays of color happen early in the spring, when the woods come to life with a carpet of wildflowers.  Many of these plants were useful to peoples of the past.  Students will learn to identify some of these species and see why they are important to the forest community.
Objectives

Students will be able to:

· describe why forest wildflowers bloom mainly in the spring
· identify three wildflowers that grow in Iowa
· explain what plants need to survive
Materials (Provided by Naturalist unless otherwise noted)

Wildflower ID packets, clipboards, pencils
Activities

1. What Plants Need game 
2. Wildflower Hike and ID
