Prairie Pioneers

Subjects
History
Art

Grades

3-6th 

Duration

2-3 hours
Setting

Classroom or open space, trail to hike
Concepts

Farming- skills w/Oxen
Food preparations
Westward expansion

Skills

Gather Info (observe, manipulate materials, research)
Analyze (compare, develop, plan)

Interpret (draw conclusions, relate, translate, infer)

Apply (experiment, predict, problem solve, propose solutions)

Scientific Standards

Iowa:

1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5
2.1, 2.4

National:
1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.5
2.1, 2.2

4.3, 4.5

6.1, 6.2

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4, 7.5

8.1, 8.2, 8.3

Summary

Iowa began being settled in the mid-1800’s by pioneers moving west looking for farm land and a new beginning.  Life was hard work and took a lot of adjustment.  Students will learn what it would be like to have ventured west, lived on a pioneer farm, go to school and do daily chores in the 1850’s.  
Objectives

Students will be able to:

· describe difficulties pioneers faced on their travels westward
· identify tools or equipment used by people in the 1850’s and what modern tools have replaced them
· demonstrate a skill or technique that children in this time period would have been familiar with
Materials

Craft materials (wax and wick, milk and jar, ice cream ingredients, bags, ice and rock salt, or yarn)

 Journey sheets, pencils, chalk, goad stick, games (yo-yo, jacks, ball-in-cup)
Activities

1. ‘A Journey West’ interactive story

2. Craft- rope making, churning butter, coffee can ice cream or candle dipping

3. A lesson in a One-room School House
4. Log Cabin Life

5. Pioneer Games
