Monarch Miracles

Subjects
Science
Grades

3-6th 

Duration

1 ½ hours
(1 hour in classroom)
Setting

County Park or Classroom
Concepts

Life cycles of insects
Migration

Species research and monitoring

Threatened species

Skills

Gather Info. (observe, collect, recording)
Analyze (compare, plan)

Interpret (discover and draw conclusions, relate, summarize)

Apply (predict, experiment, propose solutions)

Present (report)
Scientific Standards

Iowa:

1.1, 11.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5
2.2, 2.3, 2.4

National:
1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.5, 1.6
2.1, 2.2

4.1, .2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5

6.1, 6.2

7.2, 7.3, 7.5
8.1, 8.2

Summary

During this hands-on program, students will have a chance to be a part of the Monarch Watch program by tagging and releasing butterflies.  They will learn about the butterflies’ life cycle, its unique characteristics as an insect and the difficulties this species faces as it migrates south each year.  
Objectives

Students will be able to:

· describe the life cycle of a butterfly
· name physical characteristics of a butterfly

· identify monarch butterflies from other species 
· explain what monarchs need to survive along their migration routes
Materials

Monarch poster, live butterflies/caterpillars, tags, nets, insect mounts
Activities

1. Lifecycle discussion

2. Monarch Migration game
3. Monarch tagging and release

Extensions

Raise your own butterflies in the classroom.  http://www.monarchlab.org/ 
Resources

Monarch Watch website: http://www.monarchwatch.org/
Journey North website: http://www.learner.org/jnorth/index.html 
