Insectigations

Subjects
Science

Art
Math
Grades

K-2nd

Duration

2-3 hours

Setting

County Park or other outside location
Concepts

Metamorphosis

Lifecycles

Species    

    Interdependence
Skills

Gather Information (observing, collecting, classifying) Analyze (comparing) Interpret (relating)
Scientific Standards

Iowa:

1.1, 1.2, 1.4

2.2, 2.3, 2.4

National:
1.1, 1.3, 1.5
2.1, 2.2

3.1

4.1, 4.2, 4.3

5.2 

7.2, 7.4

8.1

Summary

This program will teach students about the millions of different insect species in the world around them.  Body segments, habitats, life cycles and many other characteristics are very different for this diverse group.  The importance of these insects and their role in the environment will also be discussed.
Objectives

Students will be able to:
· describe complete metamorphosis cycle

· identify insect species and a few characteristics of those species that were found on a hike

· explain why insects are important in nature

Materials (Provided by Naturalist unless otherwise noted)
Butterfly nets, magnifying glasses, bug boxes, ID books, worksheets, pencils, clipboards, craft supplies, kid-sized insect parts, and county bug collection
Activities

1. Exploration Hike
2. Life Cycle game and Insect parts discussion
3. Craft activity 

4. Bird Nerd game
