Birds of a Feather

Subjects
Science

English

Grades

3-5th 
Duration

2 hours

Setting

Bird Blind or wooded area

Concepts

Species Identification

Habitat

Animal behaviors

Skills

Gather Information (observing, recording)

Analyze (compare) 

Interpret (discovering, relating)  

Scientific Standards

Iowa:
1.1, 1.2, 1.4, 1.5

2.2, 2.3, 2.4

National:

1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.5

2.1, 2.2

4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5

7.2, 7.5

8.1, 8.2, 8.3

Summary

Bird watching is one of the most popular outdoor pastimes in the US.  The different species of birds have adapted to fill niches in all environments throughout the state. Each has unique characteristics, including beak styles and songs that the students will experiment with and learn about.  
Objectives

Students will be able to:

· describe the differences in the beak styles and how they affect the diet of the birds

· identify five species of birds that can be found at  Iowa’s feeders

· effectively use a pair of binoculars to observe animals in nature

Materials

Binoculars, beak buffet game tub, song slips, ID books, blindfolds, bird cut-outs
Activities

1. Bird Hike with Binoculars (at bird blind)

2. Bird Beak Buffet game

3. Bird on a stick-  ID practice

4. Song match-up game
